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Agenda for the session 

• About OUP 

• Products ... 

• To ‘demystify’ the publishing process 

• To provide tips, insider knowledge and key questions to 
maximize your chances of publication 

• Q&A session: ask anything! 

• Follow-up: I’m always available to help 

• To get you sharing your knowledge, i.e. to get you writing 
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Our mission 

 

John Fell 

Clarendon Presentation—Tim Barton (November 2011) 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.  It furthers the 

University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education  by 

publishing worldwide.  

 



Digital publishing 

 

• Across multiple sectors: Law, Medicine, Reference, 

Academic, Trade, Journals, Dictionaries… 

• 40 + online products 

• Multiple data types and data models 

• One very simple data strategy: XML 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We support each stage of higher education 

 

• Supporting students education – high level of 
subject overviews in Oxford Textbooks,                  
Oxford Handbooks online and monograph 
published in University Press Scholarship Online 

• Supporting researchers – Oxford Journals and 
Archives 

• Supporting publishing possibilities – large varieties 
of products 



Supporting Research and Publications 

• Oxford Dictionaries 

• Oxford Journals 

• Oxford Handbooks Online 

• Oxford Scholarship Online/University Press Scholarship 

Online 

• Very Short Introductions 

• Oxford Bibliographies Online  

• Oxford Medicine Online 

 



Presentation Outline 

Online Dictionaries 

http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/
http://www.oed.com/
http://www.oxfordlanguagedictionaries.com/
http://oxforddictionaries.com/page/about_world/about-


The print dictionary is 20 volumes. 

 

Access the full content of the 20 volumes 

online plus tens of thousands of online-

exclusive new and revised entries! 



Oxford Dictionaries 



 

 

Oxford Journals 
 

 

Supporting Researchers and Research Communities 
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Oxford Handbooks Online 
 

 
Leading scholars / Cutting-edge research reviews / Smart digital design 



Oxford Handbooks Online:  

History of the Oxford Handbooks 

 Publishing started in 2003 

 ~200 in print 

 Current state of scholarly 

debate 

 Combines synthesis with 

original argument about 

future directions 

 Perspective, Review, 

Original Argument 

 



Oxford Handbooks Online 

• Archaeology 

• Business & 

Management 

• Classics 

• Criminology 

• Economics & 

Finance 

• History 

 

 

 

 

 

• Law 

• Linguistics 

• Literature 

• Music 

• Philosophy  

• Political Science 

• Psychology 

• Religion  
 

Over 10 000 Chapters 
 



Oxford Handbook Series 
Print Program 

 

• Definitive collection of essays on a subject 

• Chapters review of current state of debate  

What is an Oxford Handbook? 

 

• One of OUP’s most successful book series  

• Huge publishing program: 296 in print, 450 in the pipeline 

Why create a special site for the Handbooks? 

 

• Review essay essential in age of specialization & info overload 

Why are these books so popular? 
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Oxford Handbook of Strategy - Oxford Handbooks 



 

 

Oxford Scholarship Products 
 

 

Supporting Researchers and Research Communities 



Presentation Outline 

Oxford Scholarship Online  

University Press Scholatship Online 



Presentation Outline 

Oxford Scholarship Online  

University Press Scholatship Online 

10,000 Books in 20 discilplines 15,000 Books in 28 discilplines 



University Press Scholarship Online (UPSO) 

Participating presses: 

 

Oxford University Press                             The American University in Cairo Press 

 

University of Chicago Press                                       University of California Press 

 

Edinburgh University Press                                            University Press of Florida 

 

Fordham University Press                                           Hong Kong University Press 

 

The University Press of Kentucky                               Manchester University Press 

 

Policy Press                                                                                      The MIT Press 

  

Stanford University Press 
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OSO Science  



Features 

• 70 titles in total, with: 

– 33 in Biology 

– 30 in Physics 

– 7 in Mathematics 

 

• All packaged in a single update  



When is a monograph not a monograph? 

When it’s a “graduate textbook” 

 

• The Nature of Computation 

• 1,004 pages | 978-0-19-923321-2 | Hardback 

 
 

 

 

 

• Urban Ecology: Patterns, Processes, and 

Applications 

• 388 pages | 978-0-19-956356-2 | Hardback 

 



Very Short Introductions (VSI) Online 



What is a VSI? 

• Established in 1995, now over 300 titles 

• One of the best recognized cover designs in the world 

• Make often challenging topics highly readable 

• A bridge between reference content and higher academic 

work  

• Appeal to students, professionals, academics, and anyone 

who wants an intellectually stimulating read  

• Range from 96–224 pages, most between 120–180 

• Publish 40–45 titles a year 

• Sold over 1.4m units in UK, Europe, Asia-Pac in six years 

 



VSI 

• The perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly 

• Expert authors combine facts, analysis, new ideas, and 

enthusiasm to make often challenging topics highly readable 

• This is easily accessible bite-size scholarly content that is a 

perfect complement to our other scholarly resources.  If an 

academic (from undergraduate to faculty) wants to quickly 

dip into an area that is linked to their core focus, but they 

don’t know much about this area, the VSIs are the perfect 

way to start their research.  



Features 

• Includes titles across a wide range of subjects including: 
 

– Arts &  Humanities (210 titles total) 
• History (52) 

• Religion (48) 

• Philosophy (45) 

• Literature (27) 

– Science & Mathematics (69 titles total) 
• Physics (13) 

• Psychology (14) 

– Social Sciences (63 titles total) 
• Politics (33) 

– Law (6) 

– Medicine & Health (10) 



Oxford Bibliographies Online –  Management   



Oxford Bibliographies provide selective bibliographic 

research guides offering expert recommendations 

on the best works available in a given discipline. 

Developed cooperatively with scholars and 

librarians worldwide they combine the best 

features of an annotated bibliography and 

a high-level encyclopedia. 





Management - Oxford Bibliographies  

 

Every subject area is overseen by an  

Editor in Chief, an Editorial Board, and peer 

reviewers, ensuring a balanced perspective 

and scholarly accuracy and objectivity. 

 



Articles and Contributors 



Articles and Contributors 



Forthcoming Articles 



Forthcoming Articles 



Select the 

article 



Each article, with an introduction written by a top 

scholar in the fields, is an authoritative guide to 

the current scholarship with commentary and 

annotations. 



 

Narrative pathways through the key literature on 

a topic offer a trustworthy starting point for 

research 

 



Intuitive linking and discoverability 

tools help users quickly locate full 

text content  



What is the Oxford Index? 

46 

The Oxford Index is a free search and discovery tool from 

Oxford University Press.  

 

The Index is designed to help users begin their research 

journey by providing a single, convenient search portal for 

trusted scholarship from Oxford and our partners (100+ 

academic societies, Berg Publishers, Continuum, etc.) and 

then point them to the most relevant related materials – from 

journal articles to scholarly monographs.  

 

 

 

 

A Search and Discovery Gateway 
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Oxford Index Search Results 



International Strategy - Oxford Handbooks 



International Strategy - Oxford Handbooks 



The User Journey 

Reference, biography, and dictionaries 

  
From quickly checking a fact or definition to 

researching a term, concept, or person in-depth, with 

articles and essays 

Very Short Introductions 
 

Discover an intelligent and serious introduction to a 

topic or subject, written by experts in the field that 

make often challenging topics highly readable 

Handbooks 

 
Read in-depth, high-level articles by scholars at the 

top of their field, with each handbook creating an 

original conception of the field and setting the 

agenda for new research 

Academic monographs 

 
Research-level scholarship providing a written study 

of a single specialized subject, or an aspect of it 

 

 

 

 

 

All connected by the 

Oxford Index 
  

One search brings together top 

quality content and unlocks 

connections in a way not 

previously possible.  



How to get published with 

international journals? 



Before you start…………. 

 

 

You must have a clear topic  

or topics to be reviewed,  

what is your research  

question? 

 



Ideas where to start 

• As well as ‘traditional’ research… 

• Are you working on a Doctoral or Master’s thesis? 

• Have you completed a project which concluded successfully? 

• Are you wrestling with a problem with no clear solution? 

• Do you have an opinion or observation on a subject? 

• Have you given a presentation or conference paper? 

• If so, you have the basis for a publishable paper 

 



Editors are looking for “something new and 

preferably surprising” according to Dr. Peter 

Smith, a Cambridge philosopher and former 

editor of Analysis, the philosophical journal. 



Be Careful: 

There are 1,000,000’s of published studies.  

You need to MASTER your topic: be aware 

of works completed by others, updates 

or/and be ready to answer questions or 

summarize it.  



References: 



Oxford Bibliographies Online 

 

 

 

 

OBO is a library of discipline-focused, online guides 
to the essential literature across a broad range of 

subject areas. 

 

 

Each OBO article, written and reviewed by top 

scholars in the field, is rich with citations and 

annotations, expert recommendations, and 

narrative pathways through the most useful and 

important works on the topic in question. 

 

Intuitive linking throughout quickly delivers the 

user from a citation to full-text content, whether 

online or available through a library’s catalog.  
 

 

“We are drowning in 
information, while 

starving for wisdom. The 
world henceforth will be 

run by synthesizers, 
people able to put 
together the right 

information at the right 
time, think critically about 

it, and make important 
choices wisely.” 

  
— E.O. WILSON  



Think of a literature review as a 

 jigsaw puzzle 



Which journal to go for? 



Criteria You Might Look At: 

• Rankings (example Thomson Reuters Impact factors; the 

Association of Business Schools ABS etc.) 

 

 



In 2010 

Top 10%:    25.7% 

10%-25%:   28.9% 

25% -50%:    25.7% 

Bottom 50%: 19.7% 

In 2011 

Top 10%:    26.9% 

10%-25%:     28.6% 

25% -50%:    29.1% 

Bottom 50%:     15.4% 

OUP Journals 

Impact Factor Improvement, 2010 v. 2011 

Over two-thirds of the titles on OUP list  

have increased their impact factor  

since last year. 

 

Over 85% are in the top 

half of at least one 

subject 

category. 



OUP Journals 

Impact Factor Improvement, 2012 



Criteria You Might Look At: 

• Rankings (example Thomson Reuters Impact factors; the 

Association of Business Schools ABS etc.) 

• Number of downloads (utility) 

• Dissemination of journal (where it is read) 

• Links to societies/associations 

• Relevance of content and publishing ethos 

• International 

 

 



Questions to Ask Yourself  

When  Choosing: 

• What are your most important factors when choosing a 

journal?  

• Which resources do you use to research the journals you 

publish in?  

• Which rankings do you use? How important are they? 

• Who do you ask for advice?  

• What is the best journal in your field? Why?  



PROCESS!!!!! 



Surviving peer review 

 
Not always straight forward proccess 



The Process 

• Submission is an important step on the road to being 
published 

• Reviewers are selected for their expertise by the Editors 

• They do sometimes make mistakes and their opinions may not 
be valid 

• But generally they raise genuine concerns about the work – 
conceptualization, execution and/or interpretation of the work 

 



The Process 

• Their comments are aimed at maintaining the quality of papers 

publish in the journal, the overall journal reputation and 

ultimately at improving your work to attain a high standard of 

academic writing.  



Process Conclusion: 

• Identify a few possible target journals but be realistic 

• Follow the Author Guidelines: scope, type of paper, word length, 

references style, etc. 

• Find where to send your paper (editor, regional editor, subject 

area editor) … 

• … and how to send it (email, hard copy, online submission) 

• Send an outline or abstract to editor: is it suitable? how can it be 

made so? 

• Read at least one issue of the journal 
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What makes a good paper? 

HINT: Editors and reviewers look for … 

• Originality – what’s new about subject, treatment or results? 

• Relevance to and extension of existing knowledge 

• Research methodology – are conclusions valid and objective? 

• Clarity, structure and quality of writing – does it communicate well? 

• Sound, logical progression of argument 

• So what?’ factors! 

• Recency and relevance of references 

• Adherence to the editorial scope and objectives of the journal 

• A good title, keywords and a well written abstract 



Co-authorship? 

• With supervisor, different departments or institutions 

• Exploits individual strengths 

• Especially useful for cross-disciplinary research  

• Demonstrates the authority and rigour of the research 

• Increases potential pool of citations 

 

But remember 

 

• Ensure paper is edited so that it reads as one voice 

• Identify the person responsible for closing the project 

• Agree and clarify order of appearance of authors 



Research is all about peer review  

to avoid desk rejection 



Peer Review: 

• Peer Review is important to assess your work before submitting 

it. 

• Have fellow colleagues, tutors, scholars look at your work and 

give you feedback to avoid desk rejection. You do not want to be 

refused by appearing uninformed concerning your submission. 

• Always expect that you would have to amend, alter and revise 

your paper to submit a more accurate version.  

 



Plagiarism and referencing 

• Plagiarism (from the Latin plagium meaning ‘a 
kidnapping’) is the act of taking someone else’s work and 
pretending it is yours. It is considered fraud! 

• It isn’t always detected in peer review but electronic tools 
can help 



Revising 

• A request for revision is good news!  

– You’ve avoided a desk reject and you are in the publishing cycle 

– Nearly every published paper is revised at least once 

– So now, close the deal! 

• Acknowledge the editor and set a revision deadline 

• Clarify if in doubt – ‘This is what I understand your 

comments to mean…’ 

• Meet the revision deadline 

• Attach a covering letter showing how you met the 

reviewers’ requests (or if not, why not) 



Dealing with the comments: 

• Answer as completely as possible 

• Answer politely, be tactful and not with emotive language 

• Answer with evidence 

• If you feel the reviewer has misunderstood then address the 

point with a good argument explaining why the reviewer is 

mistaken 

• It may be the reviewers are conflicted on a point 

• It is ok to use one reviewer to argue against another 



In case of rejection: 





If your article is rejected 

• Ask why, and listen carefully! 

Most editors will give detailed comments about a rejected 

paper. Take a deep breath, and listen to what is being said 

• Try again! 

Try to improve the paper, and re-submit elsewhere. Do your 

homework and target your paper as closely as possible 

• Don’t give up! 

At least 50% of papers don’t get published. Everybody has 

been rejected at least once  

• Keep trying! 

 



How to sell your work 

• Use a short descriptive title containing main keyword – 
don’t mislead 

• Write a clear and descriptive abstract containing the main 
keywords and following any instructions as to content and 
length 

• Provide relevant and known keywords – not obscure new 
jargon 

• Make your references complete and correct – vital for 
reference linking and citation indices 

• All of this will make your paper more discoverable which 
means more dissemination and possibly more citation 

 



YOU DID IT!!!!!!! 



 

OUP  

SUPPORTING 

ACADEMIC RESEARCH 



OUP wants to…. 

• Increase and improve submissions to OUP journals and other 

products  from the region 

 



What OUP is planning to offer for 

researchers 

 

 Develop and provide focussed learning resources and 

programs to help researchers to improve their use of 

English in academic writing  

 

 

 Advice to younger researchres on research trends 

 
 

GLOBAL  AUTHOR SERVICES 



What OUP is planning to offer for 

Russian researchers 

 

 Editing service focused on science and medical editing  

  

 More is comming soon .... 

 

GLOBAL  AUTHOR SERVICES 



The book publishing process at OUP 

 

• Diverse publishing programme befitting each subject area 

 

• Online Academic Publishing: 

 

• NOT ONLY JOURNALS 

• Oxford Bibliographies Online  

• Oxford Handbooks Online 

• University Press Scholarship  Online 

• Or other products 

 

• Choose the resource that best fits your research 

 

• Contact the relevant department directly 

 

Broad guidelines for authors 



The publishing process at OUP 

We offer our authors  

 

• Quality and speed of production 

• Excellent editing 

• Unrivalled worldwide sales, marketing, and distribution services.  

 

Our aim is to maximize the benefits for authors that come from working with 

focused and dedicated publishing teams who operate as part of a large and 

international publisher.  

 

We are committed to innovative publishing, publishing in print and electronic form, 

and we particularly welcome new ideas and feedback from our authors and 

readers. 

 

Benefits for authors 



Supporting Research and Publications 

• Oxford Dictionaries 

• Oxford Journals 

• Oxford Handbooks Online 

• Oxford Scholarship Online/University Press Scholarship 

Online 

• Very Short Introductions 

 



Any Questions… 

 

Marcin Dembowski 
Regional Manager – Russian Federation, Baltic 

States & CIS Countries 

marcin.dembowski@oup.com 
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